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HH       urricanes are among nature’s most powerful and destructive phenomena. 
Colorado State University hurricane researchers are again predicting an 
above-average Atlantic hurricane season in 2022.

■  Hurricane Hazards
While hurricanes pose the greatest threat to life and property, tropical 
storms and depressions can also be devastating. The primary haz-
ards from tropical cyclones (which include tropical depressions, 
tropical storms, and hurricanes) are storm surge flooding, in-
land flooding from heavy rains, destructive winds, tornadoes, 
and high surf and rip currents.

Storm surge is the abnormal rise of water generated by a storm’s 
winds. This hazard is often the greatest threat to life and property from 
a tropical cyclone and is historically the leading cause of hurricane-related 
deaths in the United States. Storm surge does not always occur at the same 
times or locations as a storm’s hazardous winds. It can travel several miles 
inland, especially along bays, rivers, and estuaries.

Flooding from heavy rains is the second leading cause of fatalities from 
landfalling tropical cyclones. Widespread torrential rains associated with these 
storms often cause flooding hundreds of miles inland. This flooding can persist 
for several days after a storm has dissipated.

Winds from a hurricane can destroy buildings and manufactured homes. continued on page 4  

continued on page 4   

Plan Ahead for Hurricane Season
During hurricanes, signs, roofing material, and other items left outside can become 
flying missiles.

Tornadoes can accompany landfalling tropical cyclones. These tornadoes typically 
occur in rain bands well away from the center of the storm.

Dangerous waves produced by a tropical cyclone’s strong winds can pose 
a significant 
hazard to coastal 
residents and 
mariners. These 
waves can 
cause deadly 
rip currents, 
significant 
beach erosion, 
and damage to 
structures along 
the coastline, even 
when the storm is 
more than 1,000 
miles offshore.
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City Issues Mandatory
One-Day Watering Schedule
DD       ue to an abnormally 

dry season and irri-
gation water usage ex-

ceeding supplies, the City has 
restricted lawn and landscape 
watering to a mandatory 
one-day watering schedule. 
Your watering day and time 
depend on the last number of 
your home address, as shown 
on the attached image.

Hand watering is allowed 
at any time. For additional 
details regarding large prop-
erties and new lawns, please 
visit www.capecoral.gov. As 
the rainy season kicks in, re-
strictions could be adjusted. 
Stay tuned to city news for 
the latest details.	■
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On The Move is an annual newsletter produced by the City of Cape Coral for the citizens of the city. 

The publication is mailed as a courtesy to every household and business in the city.  Comments or questions can be directed to the 

City Manager’s Office, P.O. Box 150027, Cape Coral, FL 33915-0027 or by email to communications@capecoral.gov.
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elcome to this year’s edition of “On The 
Move,” our comprehensive communi-
ty newsletter. At this time last year, we 

started updating the City’s strategic plan, and I’m 
happy to report that process is near completion. 
The strategic plan serves as our compass, assisting 
us in identifying priorities and sharpening our 
vision for the city’s future. Through the process of 
updating the strategic plan, City Council made its 
priorities clear; they want to focus primarily on in-
tegrity and transparent government, environmental 
sustainability, public safety and quality of life, fiscal 
responsibility, community engagement, and inno-
vative thinking. The finished product will go before 
the City Council for approval this summer. Look 
for the Cape Compass 2030 Strategic Plan soon.

We are well into the budget process for our 
next fiscal year. Building a budget for a large, 
multi-faceted city like ours can be challenging, 
whether during tough or good economic times. 
We always strive to balance competing funding 

priorities and the need to be fiscally responsible with 
taxpayer dollars. While we continue to experience 
near record-breaking growth, a growing city like 
ours has unique challenges it must address to keep 
up with that growth. In addition, we must always 
look beyond the upcoming fiscal year and attempt to 
project fiscal conditions three to five years down the 
road. The budget development process is a give and 
take between wants and needs. It is both an art and a 
science. To make sure we adopt a budget that makes 
fiscal sense and funds the amenities, programs, and 
services that our residents and businesses demand, 
we must maintain a close partnership with our 
residents and businesses. We value the trust you have 
in your city government and commit to an open and 
transparent budget development process.  

I am pleased to report that we will open four new 
parks later this year: Cultural Park, Gator Trails 
Park, Joe Coviello Park, and Sands Neighborhood 
Park. These parks were funded by the park’s general 
obligation bond or “Parks GO Bond,” approved by 

our voters. The Parks GO 
Bond allows us to expand 
and enhance our parks 
and recreation amenities 
throughout the entire city. 
More groundbreakings 
will take place later this 
year, including Yellow Fever Environmental Park. 
This park is especially exciting as it will feature 
some unique amenities such as primitive, overnight 
camping, frisbee golf, and a nature center.  

We are fortunate to live in a city that is “Flowing with 
Possibilities.” I invite you to enjoy all that Cape Coral 
has to offer by exploring our website, staying connected, 
and being informed. We welcome, encourage, and 
appreciate your involvement and feedback. We are here 
and happy to serve and assist you. ■

Sincerely,

Rob Hernandez
City Manager

City Manager’s Message

Mayor’s Message

RHernandez

John Gunter

WW

elcome to the City’s On The Move publica-
tion. Thank you, Cape Coral residents, for 
the ongoing support and confidence of our 

citizens that you have extended to me as your Mayor.  
I consider it an honor and privilege to serve you in this 
capacity and promise always to do my best to uphold 
your confidence while moving our city forward in a 
positive direction.

Last year, we began the process of establishing a 
strategic plan for the City called Cape Compass. Our 
vision is Cape Coral will thoughtfully grow into a 
vibrant and inclusive community that encourages 
residential character, creates economic opportunity, 
and ensures respect for a unique environment. We have 
identified our strategic priorities and the core principles 
and values of our City with help from our residents and 
business owners. Our strategic plan will exemplify the 
following characteristics: a transparent government, 
a strong and resilient economy, safe and flourishing 
neighborhoods, and effective and efficient services. 

As we continue to be one of the fastest-growing 
cities, we must focus on our infrastructure. The Cape 
Coral Transportation Advisory Commission that I 
chair recently started to develop a Transportation 
Master Plan for our City. We will identify the future 
transportation needs of our city and begin to lay the 
groundwork necessary to increase access to more roads, 
bridges, and sidewalks. In addition, we will continue 

to find ways to expand into commercial development 
while providing a high level of protection for our existing 
neighborhoods from the impact of new growth. 

Considering everything, we must concentrate on 
the necessary priorities within our city. To name a few 
are water quality, water supply demands quality of life, 
and, most importantly, public safety. We will continue 
to be the driving force in finding alternate resources 
for our water quality and supply projects. As the City’s 
population grows, we must provide additional support to 
keep our residents safe. With that in mind, Fire Station 12 
recently opened its doors in the SW Cape, and Station 13 
construction is to begin in December. We are also excited 
to see the much-needed police and fire training facility 
come to fruition. These new facilities will ensure our 
police and fire personnel are receiving the best training 
possible so they may be best prepared to respond to the 
needs of our community. Additionally, we will evaluate 
the need to add more police officers to our community to 
keep up with the growth of our city.

As our city continues to grow and thrive, our city 
leaders, staff, and I have a greater responsibility ahead of 
us. The key to smart growth is looking at our resources 
and remembering what’s important to our community. 
While doing this, we must also look for outside funding 
opportunities that may be available to us. Recently, I asked 
the Lee County Commissioners for our City to have a seat 
at the table with the Lee County Tourist Development 

Commission. As a result of 
our direct involvement, I 
am glad to announce that 
a recommendation was 
made recently for our City 
to receive $1.3 million in 
grant funding. Also, with 
our budget season just 
around the corner, we must 
ensure that we are good stewards of our tax dollars while 
providing exceptional service to our community residents.

We want to continue to preserve our city’s unique 
character and, at the same time, allow our community 
to be the center of that decision-making. My ultimate 
goals moving forward have and will always be to promote 
quality of life through a safe and healthy environment, 
manage best practices for growth and economic 
development, provide affordable housing solutions, a 
clean, attractive, and environmentally friendly outdoor 
living space, and long-term financial stability. 

In closing, I look forward to a summer where we can 
enjoy all that makes our community so unique. Please stay 
safe and healthy, and I wish nothing but success for our 
residents, businesses, and our community. ■

Sincerely,
John Gunter

WW
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■  What to Do Before the Tropical Storm or Hurricane
The best time to prepare for a hurricane is before hurricane season begins on June 1. 
Understanding your home’s vulnerability to storm surge, flooding, and the wind is 
vital. Here is your checklist of things to do before a hurricane develops.

 •Know Your Zone: Hurricane Evacuation Zones are no longer referenced by storm 
category but are now named by Hurricane Surge Evacuation Zones A/B/C/D/E. In 
most cases, coastal residents can remain in their homes (or in a secure structure 
nearby) and be safe from a tropical cyclone’s winds. Still, evacuations are generally 
needed to keep people safe from storm surge. *Please note that Hurricane Surge 
Evacuation Zones are different than Flood Zones.

 •Put together an emergency kit and check emergency equipment, such as flash-
lights, generators, and storm shutters.

 •Write or Review Your Family Emergency Plan: Before an emergency happens, sit 
down with your family or close friends and decide how you will contact each other, 
where you will go, and what you will do in an emergency. Keep a copy of this plan 
in your emergency supplies kit or another safe place where you can access it in the 
event of a disaster.

 •More detailed information on hurricane preparedness, including finding your 
evacuation zone and a list of what to include in your emergency kit, as well as a dig-
ital version of the Lee County All Hazards Guide, can be found at www.capecoral-
fire.com. Printed versions can also be found at City Hall, Fire and Police Headquar-
ters, the library, and the post office.

 •Special Needs Shelters: Lee County offers a Special Needs Program for those who 
live in a home and/or area that is not safe from storm surge or wind and have no 
other safe place to go. It also provides transportation to a shelter for those residents 
who do not have a way to get there. Registration must occur before Lee County 
enters the five-day forecast cone of a storm, so submit your application early in the 
season. You must update your information every year. For more information and 
an application, visit www.leegov.com.

 •Review Your Insurance Policies: Review your insurance policies to ensure that 
you have adequate coverage for your home and personal property.

 •Sign up for emergency notification services. The AlertLee system (www.alertlee.
com) gives County officials the ability to deliver prerecorded emergency mass 
notifications to target areas or the entire county. For an additional avenue to obtain 
emergency notifications, download the free Everbridge app.

■  Actions to Take When a Tropical Storm or Hurricane Threatens
When a hurricane threatens your community, be prepared to evacuate if you live in 
a storm surge risk area. Allow enough time to pack and inform friends and family 
if you need to leave your home.

 •Secure your home: Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm shutters 
offer the best protection for windows. A second option is to board up windows 
with 5/8-inch exterior grade or marine plywood, built to fit and ready to install. 

Plan AheadPlan Ahead  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   from from page 1  page 1  

Buy supplies before the hurricane season rather than waiting for the pre-storm rush.

 •Stayed tuned in: Find out what type of emergencies could occur and how you 
should respond. Check the websites and social media of your local National Weath-
er Service office, National Hurricane Center, and Lee County and Cape Coral 
Emergency Management (www.capecoralfire.com and on social media at capec-
oralfd). Listen to NOAA Weather Radio or other radio or TV stations for the latest 
storm news. Since a storm is likely to interrupt electric power, it is important that 
you have a radio or television that can operate on battery power and a supply of 
fresh batteries. Also, be sure to charge your cellphone in advance of the storm fully.

 •Follow instructions issued by local officials. Leave immediately if ordered!

 •If NOT ordered to evacuate: 

 •Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on the lowest level during 
the storm. Put as many walls between you and the outside as you can.
 •Stay away from windows, skylights, and glass doors.
 •If the eye of the storm passes over your area, there will be a short period of calm, 
but on the other side of the eye, the wind speed rapidly increases to hurri-
cane-force winds coming from the opposite direction.

■  After a Hurricane
 •Continue listening to a NOAA Weather Radio or the local news for the latest updates.
 •If you evacuated, return home only when officials say it is safe.
 •Once home, drive only if necessary and avoid flooded roads and washed-out bridg-
es. Watch for fallen objects on the street, downed electrical wires, and weakened 
walls, bridges, roads, and sidewalks that might collapse.
 •Walk carefully around the outside of your home to check for loose power lines, gas 
leaks, and structural damage.
 •Stay out of any building if you smell gas, if floodwaters remain around the build-
ing, if the building or home was damaged by fire, or if the authorities have not 
declared it safe.
 •Carbon monoxide poisoning is one of the leading causes of death after storms in 
areas dealing with power outages. Never use a portable generator inside your home 
or garage. Only operate it outdoors in a well-ventilated, dry place, away from air 
intakes to the house, and protected from direct exposure to rain. After Hurricane 
Charley in 2004, the Cape Coral Fire Department conducted more than 400 safety 
inspections of households in the City using generators. One-fourth of the homes 
had potentially dangerous levels of carbon monoxide in their houses, and ten people 
required hospital treatment.  If you own a generator, consider purchasing a carbon 
monoxide detector. 
 •Use battery-powered flashlights. Do NOT use candles. Turn on your flashlight be-
fore entering a vacated building. The battery could produce a spark that could ignite 
leaking gas if present.
Remember, no matter the forecast; it only takes one event to devastate a community, 

so now is the time to prepare. Hurricanes know no season. Additionally, hurricanes 
know no forecast cone track; they follow their own schedule and path. Make sure you 
are prepared in the event your “paths” cross! ■
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SS       ay hello to the City of Cape Coral’s recently redesigned Code Compliance 
vehicles. Improvements include:
 Easy to distinguish Code Compliance vehicles from other city vehicles

 Professional 
appearance and 
aesthetically 
pleasing 

 Provides better 
visibility in the 
daylight

 Includes reflec-
tive materials for 
the nighttime 
safety of staff 
and residents 

 Graphics use the 
updated city logo

 Graphics high-
light the City’s 
website and 311 
call center where residents can report issues to the City. This information makes 
it easy for the public to know where to go for City services.	■

Code Compliance Vehicles
GET A MAKEOVER

II       n 1962, the Cape Coral 
Volunteer Fireman’s 
Association was in-

corporated. On May 4th, sixty 
years later, the Cape Coral Fire 
Department opened its 12th 
fire station, located at 2129 
Chiquita Blvd. S. The construc-
tion of Fire Station 12 was completed ahead of schedule and under budget.

“Fire Station 12 was built to be incredibly cost-effective and functional from the 
lights, floors, countertops, and even the color of the building and roof. The station 
was designed to reduce energy costs and meet future needs for the next 50+ years,” 
says Fire Chief Ryan W. Lamb, “It is also built to withstand a Category 5 hurricane 
and will serve as a first responder base during such events.”

The response district for Fire Station 12 incorporates areas previously covered by 
Stations 4, 6, and 8 and services a population of over 20,000. It is anticipated to re-
spond to 2,500 emergency calls annually. The addition of this station was necessary 
to improve response times in the west-central area of Cape Coral.

Fire Station 12 will be staffed by a lieutenant, engineer, and two firefighters and 
house an Advanced Life Support (ALS) engine and the Department’s hazardous 
material apparatus. The opening of Station 12 also necessitated the addition of a 
third operations battalion chief. These supervisory positions share oversight of the 
City’s 12 fire stations. They serve as incident commanders on the scene of emergen-
cies and must function at the highest level to assure the efficiency and safety of all 
those in their battalion. 

The City of Cape Coral is the fourth fastest-growing city in the United States. As 
the City grows, so will the Cape Coral Fire Department to ensure residents and visi-
tors continue to receive the highest level of service possible, including risk reduction 
and prompt emergency response by professionals. ■

CAPE CORAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Celebrates 60th Anniversary

with Opening of 12th Fire StationBB       ased on the results of the 2020 Census, Section 8.02 of the City Charter 
requires that Council shall establish a Districting Commission with repre-
sentation from each district to recommend a plan for adjustment of council 

district boundaries. This must be completed within six months of receiving the Fed-
eral Census Report. The redistricting commission worked to ensure there is equal 
population representation and drew the new maps based solely on the U.S. Census.

The Cape Coral City Council voted to approve the city’s new redistricting map, 
changing the boundaries of districts 3 and 5 in a 7-1 vote on January 19. Cape 
Coral has 194,016 residents and is expected to have more than 430,000 by 2070, 
with most of the growth expected in the city’s two northern quadrants.

Councilmember Welsh’s District 5 now makes up the western side of the Mid 
Cape, while Councilmember Hayden’s District 3 represents the eastern side of 
the Mid Cape. Each district shall be formed of compact, contiguous territory, its 
boundary lines following the centerlines of streets or canals. To view the map and 
see who your Council Member is, visit the City website at www.capecoral.gov, click 
on “Government,” then click on “City Council.” ■

NEW REDISTRICTING MAP
Shows Updated Council Districts
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TT       he City’s Office of Capital Improvements is currently working with archi-
tect and engineering firm Sweet-Sparkman to design a new Fire Training 
Facility. City Council 

approved the design award 
at the October 2021 Council 
Meeting. This new facility will 
be located in SW Cape Coral 
adjacent to the existing RO and 
Reclaimed Water plants. The 
construction cost will be deter-
mined after design completion and presented to Council for approval in late 2022. 
Construction of the Fire Training Facility is anticipated to start in early 2023.

Per the Insurance Services Office (ISO), firefighters are expected to complete the 
following minimum training annually:
 192 hours of company training   18 hours of facility training
 6 hours of hazardous materials training  additional driver and officer training
 additional specialty-specific training (confined space, trench rescue, rope rescue, etc.)

Due to the current lack of a training facility, the Cape Coral Fire Department 
fails to complete the expected 18 hours of facility training. 

To qualify as an ISO “facility training,” the fire training facility must include  
at a minimum: 
 Live fire training structure, including smoke room
 Drill tower at three stories in height  Training area at least two acres in size

Completing the proposed Fire Training Facility will allow all firefighters to fully 
meet and exceed all training requirements. 

A Town Hall Meeting about this project will be held at Oasis Middle School 
(3507 Oasis Blvd.) on Monday, June 6, beginning at 6 PM for anyone who has ques-
tions or wants more information on the CCFD’s Fire Training Facility. ■

New Fire Department 
TRAINING FACILITY 

TT       he City of Cape Coral has over 400 miles of navigable canals and 140 
City-owned bridges. There are various bridge types throughout the City, 
including box culverts, pipe arch culverts, and concrete slab deck bridges, 

each with its own maintenance requirements. The existing City bridges were de-
signed for a lifespan of 50 years. Most of the City’s bridges were built between 1970 

and 1980, 
and several 
bridges may 
soon need 
major reha-
bilitation or 
replacement.

The City’s 
Office of 

Capital Improvements requested proposals for pro-
fessional engineering services and has hired Volkert, 
Inc. to complete a comprehensive assessment of all 
the bridges and provide recommendations for re-
pairs, rehabilitation, and replacement for each bridge.

After the bridge assessment is complete, Volkert 
will provide a Bridge Master Plan outlining a pri-
oritized list of recommendations for repairs, reha-
bilitation, and replacement. The Bridge Master Plan 
will include an Opinion of Probable Construction 
Cost for each bridge and an implementation plan for 
all recommendations including phasing and time-
frames, in accordance with the prioritized list. ■

Bridge Rehabilitation and 
Replacement Program

New Police Training Facility

TT       he City’s Office of Capital Improvements is currently working with the 
firm Schenkel-Shultz for the design of the Cape Coral Police Department 
Training Facility.  This new and much-needed training facility will be 

located on a 15-acre parcel at the Northwest corner of Durden Parkway and An-
dalusia Boulevard. Currently, the design is scheduled for completion in late 2022, 
with construction anticipated to start in early 2023.  The Police Training Facility 
will include an indoor firing range, a simulation training room, classrooms, an 
armory, a workshop, and office space.

The Cape Coral Police Department has never had a dedicated training facility.  
As a result, officers have always had to travel outside of the City for firearms and 
other specialized training.  Once this project is completed, the Department will 
be able to conduct a vast array of specialized and advanced training at this facili-
ty, ensuring officers can maintain the highest quality of standards that are at the 
heart of the Cape Coral Police Department. ■

CC       ape Coral Utilities’ customers continue to receive drinking water that 
meets or exceeds all federal requirements.

Water quality is a primary concern across the nation. Cape Coral’s an-
nual water quality report summarizes information about the city’s finished drink-

ing water and the source of water our 
community relies on. The protection of 
our source water depends on all of us. To 
keep our source water as safe as possible, 
please use and dispose of chemicals and 
other harmful materials properly. 

The City of Cape Coral’s “Annual 
Consumer Report on the Quality of Tap 
Water” is available online. Consumers 
can view the report at capedrinking-
water.net. The report, also known as 
the “Consumer Confidence Report,” 
contains important information about 

the source and quality of the city’s drinking water.
The Safe Drinking Water Act requires an annual report. In the past, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency required public water systems to direct mail 
the report to all consumers. The EPA now allows public water systems to make the 
report available online instead of the more costly printing and mailing option.

Residents may contact the City’s Utilities Department by calling (239) 242-3420 
if they prefer a paper copy of the report. ■

Utilities Annual  
Water-Quality Report Available

Cape Coral continues to provide a safe and 
reliable source of drinking water
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TT       he City of Cape Coral will be holding Primary and General 
Elections in 2022. The Primary Election will be held on 
August 23, 2022, and the General Election will be held on 

November 8, 2022. City voters will elect a Mayor and Council Mem-
bers for Council Districts 1, 4, and 6. This is a non-partisan election.

Qualifying for potential candidates will begin on Monday, June 13, at 12:00 p.m. 
and end promptly on Friday, June 17, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. A campaign file may be 
opened with the City Clerk’s office before or during the qualifying week.  

Campaign accounts must be established for expenditures and receipt of contri-
butions in connection with the candidate’s campaign. This may take a few days to 
finalize with your financial institution, so please start early.  

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ANYONE WHO WISHES TO BE A CANDIDATE CONTACT CITY 
CLERK BRUNS TO REVIEW THE REQUIREMENTS, ASK QUESTIONS, AND SCHEDULE 
YOUR QUALIFYING APPOINTMENT AT 1-239-574-0417.

Candidates must be continuous, full-time residents of the City for the entire 
calendar year preceding their qualification for office. Council District Candidates 
must also reside in their respective districts. Terms of office are four (4) years. All 
terms begin with the first regular Council meeting held after the date of the General 
Election. Candidates must pay the required fees and complete all necessary paper-
work in the Office of the City Clerk during the qualifying period. Financial Disclo-
sure Forms must be completed, and you must show your voter registration card.  

The total fee to run for the office of Mayor is $569.54, which includes the 
filing fee of $150 plus the Election Assessment fee of 1% of the annual salary of 
$41,954.11 ($419.54).  

The total fee to run for the office of Council Member is $473.69, which includes 
the filing fee of $100 plus the Election Assessment fee of 1% of the annual salary of 
$37,368.96 ($373.69).  

Early voting will be held on the following dates and locations:

  2022 Primary: Saturday, August 13, through Saturday, August 20, 2022 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locations: Cape Coral Branch Office (Lee County Elections, 1039 SE 9th Avenue, 
Cape Coral, FL) and the Cape Coral Library (921 SW 39th Terrace; Cape Coral, FL)

  2022 General: Monday, October 24, through Saturday, November 5, 2022 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Locations: Cape Coral Branch Office (Lee County Elections, 1039 SE 9th Avenue, 
 Cape Coral, FL) and the Cape Coral Library (921 SW 39th Terrace; Cape Coral, FL). ■

CAPE CORAL
2022 City Council Elections

FF       ifteen works of art by lo-
cal artists were selected to 
be on permanent display 

downtown. The artwork can be 
seen on utility boxes on SE 47th 
Terrace from Coronado Parkway 
to SE 15th Avenue.

A call to artists was advertised 
in October of 2021, and CRA 
board members voted on their 
favorite designs in January. On 
April 7, 2020, City Council grant-
ed permission for the Communi-
ty Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 
to place artwork downtown. 

The artwork was installed on the 
utility boxes in the form of a vinyl 
wrap during the first few weeks 
of April 2022. On April 15, 2022, 
the CRA, City Staff, media, and 
members of the community all gathered for the art unveiling ceremony.

The CRA is proud to support local artists and add a splash of color to SE 47th 
Terrace for everyone to enjoy. ■

Public Art UnveiledPublic Art Unveiled  on  
CRA Utility Boxes

TT       he following three referendums will be included on the 2022 ballot in Cape Coral:

 Filling of Vacancies of Mayor and Councilmembers – Ordinance 27-22
Overview: In the event that a special election is required to fill a Council va-

cancy, if there are three or more qualified candidates, a special primary election 
will be required. The special primary election would need to occur 90 days after 
and before 120 days from the vacancy date.

 Authentication, Codification, and Availability of City Records - Ordinance 28-22 
Overview: This ordinance proposes allowing the City Clerk to authenticate and 
maintain ordinances and resolutions in codified form, making them accessible to 
the public quickly once they are adopted.

 Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemption - Ordinance 31-22  
Overview: This is an economic development incentive tool made available to 
cities through the Florida Constitution, that must be approved by the voters of 
the city. It grants tax exemptions to developers of specific projects, which will 
facilitate the growth and creation of business enterprises in Cape Coral.

For more information on the ballot referendums and corresponding ordinances, 
visit the City’s website at www.capecoral.gov. ■

2022 Ballot Referendums

EE       conomic Development incentives are provided by cities around the country to 
stimulate investment, job creation, and creation of higher-wage jobs. Incentives 
also ensure the city and its businesses remain competitive among other cities, 

improve the overall business climate within the city, and diversify the tax base. On 
December 15, City Council approved CapeCompetes, a new Economic Development 
Incentive Fund of over two million dollars with five funding categories including:
 Local Job Creation Incentive
 CreativeCape Arts Incentive Fund
 CapeCollaborates Small Business Partnership Program
 Business Infrastructure Grant Program
 Enhanced Property Value Recapture Grant

All incentives are performance-based, and the project must contribute in a 
positive way to our community. The office of Economic and Business Development 
is currently working on the applications and processes. ■

CapeCompetes Offers 
Performance-Based Incentives

JJ       acquelin Collins, Superintendent of the City of Cape Coral Oasis Charter 
Schools is proud to announce the K-12 municipal charter school system has 
retained its COGNIA Accreditation until 

2025. The entire charter school system received an 
Index of Education Quality (IEQ) score of 386.41. 
The average 5-year IEQ range is 278.34-283.33.

Cognia’s Engagement Review Team concluded, 
“The system operates effectively under consistent and appropriate policies and 
procedures developed over time, and according to needs, applied by seasoned, 
skilled professionals.” Dr. Guido Minaya couldn’t agree more. “An accreditation 
renewal on this level,” beamed the Governing Board Chair, “validates Oasis 
Charter Schools is truly a world-class school system.” ■

CHARTER SCHOOLS
Retain Accreditation
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2022 STORM SEASON
CAPE CORAL’s

FLOODING THREAT

AA    ll residents and business owners should understand the 
risks of flooding. Flooding in Cape Coral can occur from 
two causes--heavy rain and storm surge. Aside from 

localized street flooding, the Cape’s stormwater infrastructure 
has proven to prevent flood losses to homes and businesses 
during torrential rainstorms.  However, it may not have adequate 
capacity in instances of storm surge, if it rains hard enough for 
an extended period, or if pipes get clogged.

Flood hazard maps are issued by the federal government and are 
created based on engineering studies. The flood map in this pub-
lication is transcribed and simplified from large-scale flood maps 
and shows the “Special Flood Hazard Area” (SFHA) within the City 
of Cape Coral. The SFHA is the area where floodplain management 
regulations must be enforced, and mandatory purchase of flood 
insurance applies. The SFHA includes flood zones AE and VE. 
Large-scale flood maps and other flood protection references are 
available at City Hall and the Cape Coral Public Library.

Please familiarize yourself with the maps and review the 
actions you can take to minimize health and property risks 
associated with flooding. If you would like assistance with 
reading the maps, please call (239) 574-0553 to ask for help from 
the Planning Division staff.

■  What You Can Do To Protect Yourself From Flooding:
 DO NOT dump or throw anything into the swales, drain-

age inlets, canals, catch basins, or river. Dumping into these 
waters violates the City of Cape Coral Code of Ordinances, 
Section 9-15. Further, Section 9-107 prohibits the sweeping or 
blowing of vegetative material into stormwater drains, ditches, 
conveyances, water bodies, wetlands, sidewalks, or roadways.  
This includes lawn clippings, horticultural trimmings, dirt 
and fill material, and other debris. Any dirt or lawn clippings 
blown into the street eventually will be washed into the drain-
age system. Also, all construction sites are required to have 
erosion protection devices, as silt and sand can reduce the 
capacity of the drainage system. If this occurs, the drainage 
system cannot carry the water away as the system was engi-
neered to do. If you see violations, please notify Code Compli-
ance at (239) 574- 0613. 

 IF YOUR PROPERTY is next to a drainage inlet, canal, 
or river, please keep inlets open and the banks clear of brush 
and debris.

 ALWAYS CHECK with the Building Division at (239) 574-
0546 before you build on alter, regrade, or deposit fill on your 
property. You may need a permit to ensure that your project does 
not cause drainage problems on other properties nearby. If you 
see a building or filling without a City permit sign posted, please 
notify Code Compliance at (239) 574-0613.

■  Property Protection Measures
If flooding is predicted, one protection measure that costs 
nothing is to elevate valuables. This involves putting them on 
counters, upper cabinets, attics, or upper floors. 

If your property has a low finished floor elevation, you 
may consider retrofitting your structure. Retrofitting can 
include elevating the structure, flood-proofing doors, and 
walls, re-grading, or installing earthen berms and/or concrete 

continued on page 10  
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walls. Although these remedies may require a 
considerable investment, these measures may help 
protect your property during flooding. 

If you don’t know your property’s current floor 
elevation, you can obtain copies of elevation cer-
tificates for buildings built since 1993 on the City’s 
website, www.capecoral.gov, or by calling (239) 
574 -0411. 

 City staff is available for site visits to review 
flooding, drainage, and sewer problems and to 
provide one-on-one advice to the property owner 
about property protection (such as retrofitting 
techniques and drainage improvements). Staff can also assist with your selection 
process if you need to hire a qualified contractor or consultant to help you solve and 
prevent a particular flooding problem. Please contact the Planning Division at (239) 
573-3160 if you need such technical assistance.

 If you are interested in learning more about these options, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers have publications 
available on these topics.  Many publications are available, free of charge, at the 
Department of Community Development, the Lee County library, or online. All 
development within a floodplain requires a permit. For information on obtaining a 
permit, please contact the Building Division at (239) 574 -0546.

■  Substantial Improvement Requirements
The National Flood Insurance Program requires that if the cost of reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, addition, or another improvement to a building equals or exceeds 50 
percent of the building’s market value, then the building must meet current flood 
zone construction requirements.  Substantially damaged buildings also must be 

For additional information 
on how to prepare for flood 

events, determine the 
relative flood risk to your 

property, estimate your flood 
insurance premium, and a list 

of licensed insurance agents 
who serve your area, visit 

www.floodsmart.gov.

brought up to the same standards.  Article VI of the City of Cape Coral Land Use 
and Development Regulations specifies details on flood damage prevention. This 
information is available at the City Clerk’s office and on the City website at www.
capecoral.gov. 

■  Flood Insurance
Most homeowner’s and renter’s insurance policies 
exclude protection from damage caused by flooding. 
If you don’t have flood insurance, talk to your insur-
ance agent.  Structures under construction are also 
insurable. Almost any building with at least two walls 
and a roof is insurable against flooding through the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which of-
fers federally-backed insurance. Contents of insurable 
buildings can be covered by a separate policy, also 
making flood insurance available to renters. Unless you requested that your flood 
insurance policy cover the contents, it might only cover the structure. It is possible 
that flooding waters could cause more damage to the contents than the structure. 
If you are in an A or a V flood zone, you are four times more likely to experience a 
flood than a fire. Don’t wait for the next flood to buy insurance protection.  

■  Natural and Beneficial Functions of Wetlands
In Cape Coral, the areas most susceptible to  tropical storm tidal surges are located 
near the coastline of Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha Pass, and the Caloosahatchee 
River. Most of these areas are preservation lands owned by the State of Florida. By 
preserving the native vegetation consisting of salt marshes and mangrove communi-
ties, residents of Cape Coral gain significant protection. 

 The mangroves, in particular, stabilize the shoreline during hurricanes. The 
mangroves have prop roots, leaves, and branches that offer frictional resistance 
to flowing water. This effect reduces storm erosion and decreases the speed of the 
flow of tidal inundation, and allows the settling of particulate matter. The man-
groves use these sediments and the nutrients in the water for growth. Additionally, 
the mangrove environments provide areas for the propagation of marine life, bird 
life, water quality enhancement for surrounding waters, and aesthetic benefits. It 
is in the best interest of Cape Coral to make sure that the functional integrity of 
these areas is not degraded. 

■  Flood Safety:
 DO NOT walk through flowing water. Drowning is the number one cause of 
flood deaths, mostly during flash floods. Currents can be deceptive, and 6-inches 
of moving water can knock you off your feet. If you must walk in standing water, 
use a pole or stick to ensure that the ground is still there before you step further. 
Floodwaters also can carry microorganisms capable of causing disease via skin 
contact.
 DO NOT drive through a flooded area. More people drown in their cars than 
anywhere else. Do not attempt to go around road barriers as the road or bridge 
may be washed out.
 AVOID power lines and electrical wires. The second cause of death is electro-
cution.  Electrical current can travel through water. Report downed power lines to 
9-1-1. Disconnect electricity and gas lines prior to flooding.
 LOOK OUT for animals, especially snakes. Small animals flooded out of their 
environment may seek shelter in homes. Use a pole or stick to poke, turn things 
over, and scare away small animals. 
 LOOK before you step. Post-flood, the ground, and floors may be covered with 
debris. Floors and stairs covered with mud can be very slippery.

■  New Maps Are Coming
Residents and property owners in Cape Coral should be aware that the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) are expected to be revised soon. This could signifi-
cantly affect insurance premiums or cause properties currently in the X flood zone 
to be brought into the AE flood zone and therefore require flood insurance upon 
development. Please check with the City’s flood information webpage periodically 
for further updates. ■

There is a 30-day 
waiting period before 

National Flood Insurance 
Program coverage takes 

effect.  Contact your 
insurance agent for 

more information on 
rates and coverage.

 LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER?  
Scan the code   

to find your next career opportunity 
with the City of Cape Coral.

www.CapeCoral.gov/careers

City-paid health coverage, vacation,  
City Health & Wellness Center,  

paid holidays, and more!
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WW       hile much attention is typically paid to the strong and destructive winds 
produced by a hurricane, storm surge is often the greatest threat to life 
and property from a tropical cyclone. It is historically the leading cause of 

hurricane-related deaths in the United States.
Storm surge can be as high as 25 feet in an intense hurricane. Especially in areas 

with modern building codes and construction like Cape Coral, structures can 
withstand strong winds. Even when they are damaged by debris or the wind itself, 
they will continue to provide some shelter and protection. However, water is dif-
ferent. Once the water begins to rise, it enters structures under doors and through 
windows. It cuts off access to and from the structure, potentially trapping occu-
pants until rescue personnel arrives. And unlike wind which dissipates quickly 
once the storm has moved through the area, water can linger for days or weeks. 
Because of this, hurricane evacuation zones are no longer identified by hurricane 
category but rather by storm surge. 

The areas most susceptible to storm surge are located near the coastline of Char-
lotte Harbor, the Caloosahatchee River, and Matlacha Pass.  Historically, high tides 
up to 12 feet above normal were reported at Fort Myers and Punta Rasa during the 
1926 Miami hurricane.  And in 1960, Hurricane Donna caused high-water marks 
of 10 to 11 feet on Estero Island. Most recently, Hurricane Irma struck Marco 
Island in September 2017 as a Category 3 hurricane. While wind and flood damage 
was less destructive than initially feared, wave damage to seawalls within Cape 
Coral was extensive.

■  But what exactly is storm surge? 
Storm surge is produced by water being pushed toward the shore by the force of the 
winds moving cyclonically around the storm. The advancing surge combined with 
the normal tides can increase the water level by 30 feet or more.

■  Do sandbags protect against storm surge?
Sandbags are beneficial to rising river waters but are not a sound mitigation 

strategy for tropical disturbances and storm surge. To simply seal the openings 
of a home, such as exterior doors, garage, lanai, etc., against 1 ft of storm surge, it 
would take approximately 300 sandbags and 12,000 pounds of sand per residence 
(reference U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Fighting: How 
to Use Sandbags) Therefore, the City of Cape Coral does not 
supply sandbags. Instead, Cape Coral Emergency Management 
recommends members of the community carry flood insur-
ance, have a hurricane plan, and follow evacuation orders.

For more information and to view a video on storm surge, 
please scan the QR Code.  ■

What is Storm Surge?

TT       he Fiscal Year 2023 budget process is well underway. The City Admin-
istration and City Council will be holding a budget workshop on June 9 to 
review the forecast budget.  The City’s budget consists of multiple funds; 

however, the General Fund is the primary operating fund of the City. The cost of 
providing public safety (police and fire) services, parks, transportation maintenance, 
and the basic administrative services of the City are budgeted in the General Fund.

The single largest revenue source for the General Fund is ad valorem taxes. Ad 
valorem taxes are directly tied to taxable property values and, as a result, can become 
an unreliable and volatile revenue source. Revenue diversification is the primary 
driver of the City’s strategic goal of achieving economic viability. The public service 
tax and fire service special assessment revenues have provided the necessary funds 
to support the community’s infrastructure needs. These other revenue sources have 
allowed the City Council to maintain and lower the city’s millage rate in recent years. 

The next fiscal year (FY 2023) begins October 1, and meetings between staff and 
City Council will continue through the budget’s final adoption in September. Budget 
Review Committee meetings also will continue through the adoption of the budget. 
The Budget Review Committee is comprised of seven Cape Coral residents and one 
alternate and was established to provide citizen input into the budgetary process.
Listed below are some important dates in the budget adoption process:
 June 1 – Estimated Property Valuations released to City by Property Appraiser 
 July 1 – Certification of Property Values from Property Appraiser
 July/August – Release of City Manager’s Proposed Budget
 July/August – Setting of proposed millage rate by Council & Council Budget Workshop(s)
 September – Public hearings followed by the adoption of the budget. ■

FISCAL YEAR 2023 
Budget Process Underway 

TT       he City’s fertilizer ordinance regulates fertilizer application to help pro-
tect local waterways. The use of fertilizers containing nitrogen is prohibited 
in the city from June 1 until September 30. Unless certain exemptions 

apply, the use of phosphorus fertilizer is prohibited year-round. These restrictions 
apply to residents and commercial lawn services.

These regulations were enacted to keep harmful nutrients found in fertilizer 
from washing off from lawns into storm drains during the rainy season. These nu-
trients negatively impact the city’s canals and surrounding waters, leading to poor 
water quality and algal blooms. 

■ Key points of the fertilizer ordinance:
 Fertilizers containing nitrogen (the first number on a fertilizer label) are NOT 

permitted between June 1 and September 30
 Fertilizer containing phosphorus (the second number on a fertilizer label)  

are prohibited year-round unless a soil test is performed showing phosphorus 
is deficient

 No fertilizer use of any kind is allowed if a storm watch or warning is in effect
 No fertilizer can be used within 15 feet of any body of water – measured from 

the top of a seawall or edge of the water
 Nitrogen fertilizers must include at least 50 percent of slow-release nitrogen 

during the remainder of the year (January-May and October-December)
 No grass clippings or vegetative debris may be swept or blown into swales, 

stormwater drains, conveyances, bodies of water, sidewalks, or roadways
 Violations of the ordinance may result in fines
 The City will check state-regulated certifications prior to issuing a business 

license.  Florida requires commercial fertilizer applicators to hold a 4-year license
The current ordinance was adopted in 2021; visit the City Environmental 

Resources website for more information. ■

NEW FERTILIZER RESTRICTIONS 
Help to Keep Harmful Nutrients 

from Waterways
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CAPE CORAL PARKS & RECREATION
Fun-Mobile Teams Up with 

Summer BreakSpot

TT       he Cape Coral Fun-
Mobile is teaming 
up with the USDA, 

Summer BreakSpot, and 
the School District of Lee 
County Food Service to 
provide FREE nutritious 
lunches for children 18 and 
under for the summer. The 
Summer “Picnics in the 
Park” program will run 
from June 6 to July 29, 
with lunch offered Monday 

through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Paul Sanborn Park (2310 SE 3rd 
St.) After eating lunch, participants can take advantage of the different recreation 
activities offered by the Cape Coral Fun-Mobile!

The Fun-Mobile is a recreation center on wheels that promotes outdoor play to 
the public for free. Cape Coral Parks & Recreation also offers the Summer Break-
Spot feeding program to summer camp participants at select locations on non-trav-
el days. For more information about the Cape Coral Fun-Mobile and its upcoming 
travel schedule, please visit www.CapeFunMobile.com. ■

CC       onstruction of the Caloosahatchee Connect Reclaimed Water 
Transmission Main Project in Cape Coral is underway. In March 
2022, the Everest Parkway contractor began clearing the north side 

right-of-way and installing reclaimed water main pipe via open-cut method 
near Horton Park and will continue west to the Everest Parkway Water 
Reclamation Facility.  Newsletters to residents and a recording of 
the preconstruction public meeting can be found on the project 
website, www.CaloosahatcheeConnect.com.  Everest Parkway 
area residents are encouraged to visit the website to sign up for 
weekly construction updates.

A contractor specializing in Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) will install a 
portion of the reclaimed water main under the Caloosahatchee River from Horton 
Park in Cape Coral to a connection point north of San Marcos in Fort Myers. At this 
time, the HDD contractor has not been selected.  Information about this work will be 
provided at a later date. To learn more about the HDD process, visit the project website 
at www.CaloosahatcheeConnect.com.

Horton Park users should note expected temporary closures to park amenities 
during pipe installation at or near the park.
 Public restrooms are anticipated to remain open during construction.
 Horton Park, including the playground, will close during HDD work.
 Boat ramp and walking paths are anticipated to remain open EXCEPT when the 

Caloosahatchee Connect RECLAIMED WATER PROJECT Update

2021 Employee Association 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

TT             he Cape Coral Employee  
Association has selected the 
2021 scholarship winners. 

Congratulations to Matthew Harder 
of North Fort Myers High School and 
Grethel Pantoja of Oasis High School.

The Employee Association awards 
two scholarships annually to high 
school seniors based on essay submis-
sions. The amount awarded each year 
is determined by the Employee Asso-
ciation’s available funding. The 2021 
scholarships are each worth $500.  
 Upcoming high school seniors - set a reminder to apply next 
year. Applications also can be obtained through an Employee Association 
representative. Applications are available December 1 and submissions are due 
by December 31. To be eligible, applicants must attend high school in the City 
of Cape Coral or be an Employee Association member’s immediate family 
member. For more information contact, Jdugas@capecoral.gov. ■

 Rain washes poo-llution Rain washes poo-llution 
into our canalsinto our canals
PLEASE BE A  

GOOD NEIGHBOR
PICK UP AFTER 

YOUR PETS

fused pipeline is being installed under the Caloosahatchee River.  
Residents, boaters, and park visitors can expect signs about temporary park 

closures to be posted at the park. Temporary park closure information will also 
be included in the project construction look ahead and on the project website at 
www.CaloosahatcheeConnect.com. 

In 2018, the City of Cape Coral and the City of Fort Myers 
entered into an interlocal agreement to construct a pipeline across 
the Caloosahatchee River to transmit up to 12 million gallons 
per day of reclaimed water from Fort Myers to Cape Coral. The 

reclaimed water transmission main will reduce nutrient discharges to 
the river while providing more reclaimed water to Cape Coral. The additional water 
source will reduce withdrawals from freshwater canals and help maintain water levels 
during the dry season. Reclaimed water is treated to conform to the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection standards. Reclaimed water is used for irrigation 
purposes, to water lawns, and for fire protection purposes. The project is expected to 
be complete by mid-2023.

For more information regarding the Caloosahatchee Connect project, please visit 
www.Caloosahatcheeconnect.com or contact the City’s Public Information Consultant 
for this project:

Cella Molnar & Associates, Inc., 239-337-1071 or toll-free 877-496-1076, info@ 
CaloosahatcheeConnect.com. ■

Grethel Pantoja and Matthew Harder

AA       s a reminder, the City of Cape Coral recently transi-
tioned to a new online utility billing and payment solu-
tion. The new system allows utility customers to easily 

set up electronic billing and automatic bank draft or credit 
card payments, make one-time payments, change contact in-
formation, link accounts, and view consumption history.

For more information, visit www.CapeCoral.gov/Finance/
CBS or call 239-574-7722, Opt. 3, Opt. 5. ■

GO GREEN! Sign Up for Utility 
E-bills & Automatic Payments
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PARKS & RECREATION Summer
Program Guide is NOW AVAILABLE

TT       he Parks & Recreation Summer Program Guide, 
which covers the months of May-August 2022, is now 
available to view online at www.CapeParks.com.

The new program guide format groups together activi-
ties and events by age and special interests.  
It also includes general information to give residents a  
better overview of the various recreational resources avail-
able in Cape Coral.

The online version contains clickable links to online 
registration. There is also a limited supply of printed 
copies that can be picked up at City Hall or the various 
recreation centers. For more information, visit www.CapeParks.com. ■

CORAL OAKS
Summer Programs

CC       oral Oaks Golf Course is in full “summer swing,” 
With that comes the return of the Tuesday Ladies’ 
Night, Junior Golf, and great rates all summer long. 

The “Ladies Night” golf program began on Tuesday, May 17, and 
will be held every Tuesday evening starting at 
4:00 p.m. through September 6. Ladies Night 
is for players of all skill levels - even begin-
ners. Everyone is encouraged to give it a try!

The Junior Golf Association program will 
be held on Monday mornings from June 6 
through July 11 and is more popular than 
ever this year, with a full field of 250 youth 
ages 7-18 registered to participate. 

Be sure to take advantage of Coral Oaks’ 
lowest daily rates of the year! Play 18 holes 
with a cart for just $38 before noon, $33 after 
noon, or $28 after 2 p.m., plus tax through 
September 2022. No coupon is required! 

In addition to daily play, Coral Oaks offers 
Men’s and Ladies Golf Associations, annual 

and 9-month membership opportunities for those who like to play more regu-
larly, fantastic driving range discount passes for those who want to practice, and 
numerous charity tournaments and group outings throughout the year. 

For more information on Coral Oaks’ golfing programs, private parties, and 
group outings, or to book tee times up to seven days in advance, call (239) 573-
3100 or visit www.CoralOaksGolf.com. Remember, every day is a great day at 
Coral Oaks, and we look forward to seeing you soon! ■

CORAL OAKS GOLF COURSE
Cart Path Restoration

II       n March, rehabilitation work 
began on the asphalt cart paths 
at the Coral Oaks Golf Course. 

These seven-foot-wide paths had been 
potholes patched and modestly spot 
paved since they were constructed 
more than 30 years ago.  As a result, 
the ride on the cart path was rougher 
than what golfers experienced driving 
through the fairways in many areas. A 
milling machine was used to strip off 

the top layer of existing pavement and pre-
pare areas where tree roots had damaged 
the asphalt, or a new path was proposed.

As of April, the paving of the cart paths 
is substantially complete. The project also 
included a new cart path and parking area 
for the redesigned driving range. Along 
with the concrete cart path improvements 
performed in December 2021, this invest-
ment in course accessibility will increase 
the popularity of the City’s golf course! ■

TT       he Parks General Obligation (GO) Bond is funding seven new neighbor-
hood parks, four community parks, and several park improvements projects 
in Cape Coral. The design phase of all projects has been completed with 

permits pending on some parks, and construction of several parks is underway. Be-
low is an update on each park as of mid-April.
■ Neighborhood Parks
 Cultural Park and Gator Trails Park – 

Construction began in December 2021 and is 
approximately 50% complete at both parks.

 Joe Coviello Park (formerly Oasis Woods) 
and Sands Park - Construction started on 
Sands Park in January 2022 and is about 25% 
complete. The construction of Joe Coviello 
Park is delayed due to environmental permit-
ting issues that the City is addressing. 

 Lake Meade Park - A site development permit has been issued, but the South 
Florida Water Management District permit needs approval before construction 
can begin.

 Crystal Lake Park and Tropicana Park – A site development permit has been 
issued, but the Army Corp of Engineers permit and South Florida Water Man-
agement District permit need approval before construction can begin.

■ Community Parks
 Yellow Fever Creek Preserve Park – Bids are received, the contract awarded, and 

the groundbreaking is expected to take place in June.
 Lake Kennedy Racquet Center – All permits are approved, and the City’s Engi-

neering Consultant is finalizing the bid package, with construction starting soon.
 Festival Park – The City anticipates having all permits approved soon, and the 

City’s Engineering Consultant has begun preparing the bid package.
 Yacht Club – The Army Corp of Engineers permit and Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection permit are under review, and approval is required 
before the project can begin construction.

■ Park Improvement Projects
 Giuffrida Park and Del 

Prado Linear Park – Con-
struction began in January 
2022. Giuffrida Park is ap-
proximately 80% complete, 
and Del Prado Linear Park is 
20% complete.

 Installation of playground and bleacher shade structures at multiple existing 
parks will begin this summer.
For more information on the City of Cape Coral Parks GO Bond and to view 

updated project timelines and site plans, visit www.capecoral.gov/GObond. ■

Parks GO Bond Update

Giuffrida Park

Cultural Park
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II       n 1995, about a dozen Cape Coral 
residents under the guidance of the 
Environmental Resources Division 

took a vested interest in the waterways 
behind their homes. They pioneered the 
volunteer group “Canalwatch.”

Years later, Canalwatch continues to 
attract the interest of waterfront property 
owners concerned about the health of their 
property’s greatest asset, as well as those 
residents interested in water quality. The 
volunteer water-sampling program helps 
educate residents about water quality issues. 
It engages citizens in water quality science 
to increase awareness about these important 
issues that affect Cape Coral’s canals. 

The city’s 400-mile canal system is a 
defining feature and one of our most vital 
economic assets. Our canals offer water- 
front living and recreation, protect our 

Water-Sampling Volunteers Key to “CANALWATCH” Program

(photo by Ruth Parks)

homes from floods, enhance property 
values, supply us with irrigation wa-

ter, and attract wildlife to our city.
Canalwatch volunteers are 

the canal network’s first line of 
defense against pollution, as calls 
from alert residents are often the 

first indication of a canal-related 
problem. The program provides resi-

dents with materials and instructions to 
sample water from their own backyards. 
Samples are tested at the Environmental 
Resources Laboratory. 

The program gives volunteers the 
means to become environmental stew-
ards for their community. It assists the 
city’s environmental staff in achieving 
their goal of public education related to 
water quality topics.

If you are interested in joining the 
Canalwatch program, please call (239) 
574-0742. ■(photo by Steven Hammer)

Canalwatch volunteer, Carey Parks, using  
a secchi disk to measure water clarity. 

TT       he City of Cape Coral owns, 
operates, and maintains 28 
weirs on the City’s freshwater 

canal system to control surface water 
levels to limit flooding in the rainy 
season and retain water in the dry sea-
son to supplement the City’s irrigation 
system. The City’s Office of Capital 
Improvements has hired AIM Engi-
neering & Surveying, Inc., to complete 
a comprehensive assessment of all the 
City’s weirs and identify the need for 
any modifications, upgrades, remov-
als, additions, or replacements. AIM is 
currently performing inspections on 
all 28 weirs to analyze the structural 
condition of the weirs, operational 
conditions, and above-ground and 
underwater components of the weirs.

After the assessment is complete, 
AIM will provide a Weir Master 
Plan outlining a prioritized list of 
recommendations for weir repairs, 
rehabilitation, and replacement. 
The Weir Master Plan will include 
identifying anticipated permitting 
requirements for recommended weir 
improvements, an Opinion of Proba-
ble Construction Cost associated with 
the recommendation for each weir, 
and an implementation plan for all 
recommendations including phasing 
and timeframes in accordance with 
the prioritized list. ■

Weir Rehabilitation 
and Replacement ProgramTT       he City’s Office of Capital Improvements is currently finalizing the design 

and bid package for the North 1 Utilities Extension Project (UEP). Due 
to previous concerns regarding the size of the project areas, the North 1 

UEP project will be split into two phases, “North 1 West” (West of Del Prado) and 
“North 1 East” (East of Del Prado) per the attached map below. The overall North 1 
UEP project includes the construction of water, wastewater, and irrigation systems, 
including 16 new wastewater lift stations, two wastewater master pump stations, 
upgrades/replacements to 3 existing wastewater lift stations, two 5 MGD irrigation 
storage tanks, replacement of existing storm drainpipes, replacement of existing 
catch basins, and newly paved roads.

The design of North 1 West is approximately 90% complete, with the preparation 
of bid documents currently in progress. It is anticipated that the construction No-
tice To Proceed of this phase will be issued at the end of 2022, with an approximate 
2-year construction duration and anticipated completion by the end of 2024.  

The design of North 1 East is approximately 70% complete. It is anticipated that 
the construction of this phase will begin at the end of 2023, with an approximate 
2-year construction duration and anticipated completion by the end of 2025.  

The North 1 UEP Assessment costs will be available after the completion of bid-
ding on all the construction contracts. ■

North 1 UEP Update 
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The Cape Coral Police Department is reminding bicyclists to please use the proper hand signals 
to let drivers and other cyclists know you are turning or stopping. Be smart and ride safe.

CC       ooking fires are the number one cause of home fires and home injuries. 
The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. There are an 
estimated 172,900 home cooking fires each year in the United States. Last 

year the Cape Coral Fire Department (CCFD) responded to over 50 kitchen fires, an 
average of at least once a week.

To prevent fires, the CCFD recommends you “Cook with Caution.”
 Be on alert! Don’t use the stove or stovetop if you are sleepy or have 

consumed alcohol.

 Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you 
leave the kitchen for even a short period, turn off the stove.

 If you are simmering, baking, 
roasting, or boiling food, remain in the 
home, check it regularly, and use a timer 
to remind you that you are cooking.

 Keep anything that can catch fire 
— oven mitts, wooden utensils, food 
packaging, towels, or curtains— away 
from your stovetop.

If there is a fire: 
 Call 9-1-1 immediately. 

 If there is a small fire on the stovetop and you decide to fight it, smother the 
flames by sliding a lid or a cookie sheet over the pan and turning off the burner. 
Leave the pan covered until it is completely cooled. NEVER use water on a 
grease fire or attempt to remove the burning pan from the stove. 

 Do not open the door for an oven fire, as that will provide the fire with more 
oxygen. Instead, keep the door closed and turn off the heat. Only open the door 
when the fire is out and the oven has cooled.

 If you have any doubt about fighting a kitchen fire, just get out! When you leave, 
close the door behind you to help contain the fire. 

The CCFD has recently created an “After the Fire” book 
designed to help those who have suffered a fire know what 
to expect and what steps to take to help them through the 
recovery process. For a digital version of this book, please visit 
capecoralfire.com/after. ■

FIRE FACTS:
Kitchen Cooking Safety

CC       onstruction of the SUN Trail Phase 1 started in May of 2021. The project 
is about 60% complete and scheduled to be completed by December 2022.  
Phase 1 

SUN Trail runs 
along Van Buren 
Parkway, El Dora-
do Boulevard, and 
Kismet Parkway, 
from Burnt Store 
Road to Nelson 
Road.  The total project length is 3.5 miles.

Along Van Buren Parkway and El Dorado 
Boulevard, installing the new multi-use trail 
and all associated earthwork is complete. This 
summer, the Contractor is scheduled to com-
plete the remaining work (sodding, road resur-
facing, street signs, and pavement markings).  

Along Kismet Parkway, the new multi-use 
trail and street curbing installations are under-
way.  Construction of the new pedestrian bridge 
at Zanzibar Canal has also started.  The Con-
tractor is scheduled to complete this segment 
(and the project) by December of this year.

This multi-use trail is part of a statewide sys-
tem and is planned to become a signature out-
door destination in the North Cape.  The trail 

is entirely grant-funded 
and will be construct-
ed within the City’s 
right-of-way.  To learn 
more about the project, 
visit the city’s website 
at www.capecoral.gov/
special_project_plans/
sun_trail. ■

SUN TRAIL PHASE 1
Construction Update

CC       omcast crews have been working steadily throughout the Cape Coral 
area to build out the network to bring Xfinity services to residents. This 
includes fast and reliable internet capable of gigabit speeds and the X1 

entertainment experience.
Over the past few years, we have seen how the ecosystem of connected devices 

in the home and the applications running on them has exploded, driving a shift in 
consumers’ perceptions of what is important to their connectivity experience. 

Unbeatable internet that provides the best connection, complete security, the 
fastest speeds, and the best tech is now integral to how Americans work, exercise, 
parent, and entertain. Comcast promises unbeatable internet to its customers and 
is excited about expanding its network to Cape Coral residents. ■

Comcast Expands Service Area in
CAPE CORAL
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TT       he City of Cape 
Coral is growing 
in record numbers. 

People from all areas and 
all walks of life are flocking 
to our city. The increased 
year-round residency has 
called for a significant 
surge of vehicles on our 
roadways. The Cape Coral 
Police Department rec-
ognizes the necessity for 
increased traffic enforce-
ment to help mitigate and 
avert vehicles committing 
traffic infractions, which 
ultimately means safer roadways for our residents and visitors.

Traffic enforcement throughout all hours of the day and night has increased due 
to the demand. We encourage our residents to use caution when they see police 
lights and other lights on the roadway, which are equally as important. The Florida 
Move Over Act F.S.S. 316.125 requires motorists to move over a lane if you safely 
can for stopped law enforcement, emergency sanitation, utility service vehicles, 
tow trucks or wreckers, and maintenance or construction vehicles with displayed 
warning lights without advanced signs or channeling devices.

If a vehicle is unable to safely move over if traveling on a two-lane roadway, the 
vehicle must slow to a speed that is 20 mph less than the posted speed limit or slow 
down to a speed of 5 mph when the posted speed limit is 20mph or less.

If the roadway has two or more lanes, the vehicle must vacate the lane closest to 
the stopped flashing vehicle.

When you fail to move over, this puts yourself and others at an increased risk. 
Failure to move over could result in a non-moving Uniformed Traffic Citation with 
points and fees associated with your license.

Cape Coral Police Department celebrates Police Week from May 15-May 21 
and wants to thank you personally for driving cautiously on our roadways and 
remembering to “Move Over” to help keep our officers safe. ■

Move Over for
FLASHING LIGHTS 

HH       ere comes the BOOM! The City of Cape Coral Parks and Recreation 
Department is proud to present “Red, White & Boom!” on Monday, July 4, 
from 5-10 p.m. at the foot of the Cape Coral Bridge on Cape Coral Parkway.

This year’s event will feature national headliner LOcash, performing at ~8 p.m., 
followed by the American Fireworks Spectacular powered by LCEC, Martin Law 
Firm, and Royal Palm Coast Realtor Association. There will also be over 50 
vendors offering food, drinks, novelty items, jewelry, and crafts. While the event 
is free to attend, “BOOM Zone” tickets that include food, drinks, and a special 
viewing area, are available for purchase. See details at www.CapeBoom.com. ■

MONDAY, JULY 4TH

CAPE CORAL BRIDGE • 5-10pm


